@ “fnct is proven so far as it
) M without actual dis-
oV ,M.nbhrunmuvem
exists under
aters of Elk river near
mon corner of Pocahontas,
Iph and Webster counties.
spent & week in that
rching for an opening
, and although not
yu I saw _enough to
e me that the cave is there
“ some one more fortunate
“f will some time discov-
leading to it. If it
er explored, it will probably
lomptu the Mammoth
‘; _ !Qnmdq My attention
was ‘r d to the subject by George
. Printz, who had ‘observed that | .
J ﬁ\,“ of about twenty
are miles there are no streams
‘water which do not disappear in
- “ s, and that all these- sink-
r to lead in the direc-
[k river, which also sinks.
int in Pocahontas county
thirty miles above
dal g S crevice in the
fain side into which the en-
tire river flows except in time of
a freshet. But it is impossible to
find a passage into the subterra-
nean channel of the river at that
place. 1 followed down the dry
channel of the river six miles, in
Randolpd county, and saw the
river burst out of the mountain.
Its course underground was thro’
the Greenbrier limestone; and any
one acquainted with the effect of
running water on limestone -will
not doubt that vast caverns exist
beneath the ground. A stream
one-fiftieth as large as Elk river
has cut caverns thousands of feet
in extent.

A citizen of that county, whose
“word I have no -reason to doubt,
told me that two years “ago the

bottom dropped out of the river,
forming an opening large enough
to. admit a small cabin, and that
the whole river plunged into it
-and ‘disappeared in & cavern, the
-extent of which could be judged
only from the fact that no bottom
was visible,. This opening was.a
‘mile above the one where the river
" now dissppears. A subsequent
. flood filled it with bowlders and
s '~ the river flowed over it.
> Inssmuch as all the sink-holes
in the - vicinity seemed to lead to
- the underground passafe, there
seemed a possibility of reaching

how. O W. Maxwell, who pad
a) to meet me there, but
hud not yet come.

The person who explores caves
must face dveral  imagindry dao-
gers, but only a few real ones.
The people of that vicinity are ss
much afraid of caves asif they
were the gates of hades; yet they
cannot tell you what they are
afraid of. The chief dangers are
three, they are real, and should
be carefully guarded against,
They are, rock falling from above;
chasms and precipices beneath-into
which one may fall, and the danger
of becoming wedged in nar ow
passages and drowning. There is
no danger of firedamp in any of
caves in that region, for a current
of air blows out of all of them.

The next afternoon my brother
and nephew came, and the follow-
ing morning we went down into
the sink-hole. We provided lan-
terns, extra oil in a bottle, in case
we should exhaust what was in the
lanterns; ropes for descending
precipices, a measuring line to
take the ‘distance, and chalk to
mark the passage to guide us upon
our return. We found that the
rock which had closed the farm-
er's advance was only 200 feet
down, instead of 300 yards as he
had said. Large quantities of
drift timber, logs thirty of forty
feet long, were found in the cavern
having been cartied in by floods.
They were sometimes wedged in
the galleries twenty feet above the
floor. Sometimes we - descended
nearly perpendicularly; again the
passage was horizontal. but the
general descent was about twenty
feet in 100, For the most part we
could walk erect, and we did not
have to wade much water until we
had gone down 1,000 feet. There
the passage grew narrow and crook-
ed-and sometitnes we had trouble
in keeping our lanterns above
water as we crawled through the
low galleries. Except for the
water the cavern was not particu-
Jarly dangerous, or disagreeable.
We constantly expected to seo the
passage open into the vast caverns
through which we believed Elk
rivdr flowed beneath the mountain,
and for that reason we pushed on
farther than we would have - been
justified in doing for mere curiosi-
ty to explore the small cavern we
were in. e

We found several rooms with
ceilings forty or more feet high,
and there were occasional stalacti
tes; but nothing of much impor-
tance was seen. We were not able
to penetrate beyond 1,800 feet,

and probably 400 feet below the
point of entrance. In time of
drought one might go further; hut
so small
deep that we
our large stable
lanterns above water, nltlongb we
.m .,,a is dlb'»i still had plenty of breathing space.
w. Beyond us we could hear the wat-
wing into a chasm, but,we
could not reach its brink in. order
: rned, baving i
. mearly mmh' ' tomlkmw nmthewe
' ' e of nearly three hours, snd‘vbeei 3.
hg ‘cnoe | that we had almost found
as the | ject for which we were searching.

muh Howmr “we were not to be

we found the
and the water so
could not keep

to see what lay below.

'. largor than the one above.

Marhnton. Pooa.hontas Oo

md Ieft them to dio. Nevoﬂ.helws
we decided to try it, not teking
much stock in the traditions. ¢
Fhis cavern was quite different
from the one we had explored a
fow days before. This had no
water in it, and iostead of dercend-
ing by an casy grade, it went sheer
down Jike a vast well, into mid-
night Llackness of the wnkoown
depths below, However, the sta-
tement that the descent was per-|
*pendncular must be eo:nowbat quali
fied.

It.w( perpendicular in places.
and very steep in others, with
chasms ‘‘mocking the sight with
unspeakable depths.” .But taken
as a wlole, it is not very large, if
its dimensions are expressed in
fest. There are probably a hun-
dred caves in West Virginia into
which a person can penetrate
farther; but T know of none in
which more danger exists and
where there 1s more of the horri-
ble to be seen and felt. I oncel|!
descended 600 feet into the crater |!
of an extinct volcano, and counsid-
ered that risky, but it was not
equal to this eavern in real or ap-
parent danger, or in difficulty.
With our ropes, lanterns, an ax
and chalk, we started. The open-
ing against the side of & hill was
about four feet square. Twenty
feet down there was a shelf, and
we cut a pole and resting the low-
er end on the shelf, one went
down, while the others cut another
pole of equal length and let it
down with ropes, and its lower
end was rested oo another shelf
twenty feet lower.  We then
climbed down thede poles .and
reached a place whefe we had good
footing. The danger here consist-
ed of loosened rocks falling upon
those who first went dowh.

The next 120 feet was not per-
pendicular;-and we climbed down,
holding to the angular rocks. The
descent was comparatively easy’
and safe. There we emerged into
a room which would have been
grand, bad it'not been so grim and |-
black, By measurment it was
192 feet long, 132 wide, with the
central ceiling of solid sandstone
about 30 feet high. The floor was
covered for the most part with
sandstone blocks which had fallen
from above. Part of the floor
was of limestone, about the only
limestone we saw. i
After looking about this mm
until we were satisfied, we “began
gearching for a way to descend
into the next -depth. Broken
rocks nearly closed the passage,
but we proceded down a very
steep slope about seventy feet,
when my er, who was in the
lead, remar that his lantern
threw no ligbt theld, that every-
thing looked black; . Suspecting
that he was about to step _into
wmr,lwldhimtothrow arock

heard for seve s, when
the fall resounded far below. In-
stead of a pond of water, he was
standing on the very brink of a
| Mt so deep that the lantern could|
b- [not throw light to the bottom, and
did not reflect ' from ‘the' ‘sides.
The-rocks on which we were stand
ing ‘were loose “and inclined to

time in- retracing ouun.y to the
large room.

u

strong enough to hght the whole
room, and only by setting paper

We had our first sight of the preci-
pice that stopped us.
fone wall of this rosm.
was not less than ninety, foet above
a8  The room was of irpefular
form with its galleries and always
leading off.
ment of besuty; everything was
gloomy and dim.

can be made without much danger
by & gdod elimber whp knows the
way and with nerve steady.
in going down deeper, the dang.r
rapidly inereases, bacause the pas-
sages are small and there is likeli-
hood of becoming wedged - fast
between rocis.
500 feet below the entrance, and
had not yet found the looked for
passage leading
tain to th Elk river cavern.
still "hoped to find it, and after a

small.
depth,
depth, of 660 feet. The last ninety
feet was sheer down through an
opening no larger than a well, and
in places not eighteen inches across
It was like going down a’chimney.
It become so small we could go no
farther; and we had not found
what we were looking for.
had consumed three hours in hard
labor in déscending that 680 f-et
and it took us-an hour to climb to
the surfhce of the ground. Those
who enjoy undergeound scenery
will be repaid by going dowa to
the floor of this second large room
which is500 feet from the en-
trance; but my advice is that no
one go further,
ing to see.
to tempt fate may do so, and they
will find the opening by going to
the extreme north ond of the gal-
| lery leading into"tHe lower large
room, and there enter a cleft in
the floor which is not hard to find.
The rest of the way is straight
down; and if one of those loose
bowlders slip half a foot it will
close the passage forever.

terially to one’s peculiar sensations

ahead. He did sqg but instead of | napkin
oplulnng in ww was
ral

slide over the brin. We lost no}|

IA!onztbnloo::of tbe;oomav

yn fire could we see it all at onee, |

It formed
Its crest

It contained no ele-
" Down to this point the descent

But

We were now

under the moun-

We

ong search we found openings
eading further down, but they
We reached an extreme
almost a perpendicalur

We

There is noth-
But, those who want

It is
well for those who go down to
bear this in mind, as it adds ma-

as he squeezes. his body through
the narrow throats of the plutonic|
chimney.

- HU, MAXWELL.

He Obeyed Orders. '
“Old world domestics make the begﬁ
possible servants because they wor
like machines, never forgetting an or-
der and doing exactly as they are told,
without to think for them-
selves. But once in awhile this literal
adherence to duty produces someé awk-
ward ts. An American woman
Mging in India, with native servants.
once told her butler to see that there’
was-always a }mpklu at the m of,
the fruit dish, cake basket, ete., when
these were brought to the table. Thp
was thereafter always seen in
its place. Butonednynmmncf
- vegetable soup was served, and the
Kostess began to wield the long, od
fashioned - sliver ladle about In it.
‘Something very like a fringed  rag
‘made its appearance in the first. plate-
ful. ‘The butler was gummoned to. re-
move the dish. - “It cannot be that the
‘mem ‘sahib Tound no napkin at the
‘hottom,” he hazarded, much distressed
becam of this unexplained disap-
proval, “for | myself placed there the
lupit oae 1 could‘nnd" :

t
A Queer Goldfish. -
le'utlml and most {nteresting of all
s a nlﬂve‘of.upun. and It Is

'onudmin.notborroom, much |
lw fe " \

»,

5 m‘
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Huntersville -

A. B. McComb is baviae hi:
dwelling hou-e repainted.

Mr. Guw, who hid his .ﬁ o
torn off i o Sheet-chimele awill
18 doing meely,

Deputy . Gane - Warlen” Lo
ridge cxme hotne from Dot o
Saturday.

Aaron Thomas has
a furm vear Edeay and will move
ot soun, '

Geo. W, Wagner, of Marlioton
was in our town Friday looking
aftor business interests.

Winfred Moore and Raymond
Lockridge were visiting in High-
land county from Saturday till
Mon lay.

Misses Lollie McComb and Icie

Cruikshank, of Marlioton, were

calling on Miss McComb’s parents
here Sunda,\'.

Mr. and Mrs. Isaac Barlow
were guests of Mr. and Mrs. Geo.
W. Wagner at Marlinton Sunday

Jamie McComb and his sister,
Miss Birdie, were in our town a
few hours Sunday evening.

Mr. and Mrs. Henry McComb,
Mrs. Mamie Jordan and sister
Kathleen, aod Mr. and Mrs.
aron Thomas, were some of the
wn people who visited the county
seat Saturday.

Rev. Mr. George and W. H.
(Grose were at Marlinton Friday.

E. D. Coontz and wife who have
been Huntersville residents since
last September, moved to their
old homestead mnear Belington,
last Thursday.

" Work on the repairs of Mr.
Lockridges’ brick residence build-
ing has been greatly delayed on
account of plastering material.
Mr. and Mrs. G. C. Poling will
oceupy it when completed.

The fish in the streams for sev-
enteen miles around this place
heaved a great sigh of reliaf when
the carriage which bore their arch
enemy, E. D. Koontz the indfatig-
able “*Nimrod,” ‘was seén to go
round the bend, carrying him far
away from their haunts, Hun-
dreds of their companions had
already met death at’ his hooks
and spears. -

Howard C. Gabbert, who has
been the efficient and aceommoda-
ting” clerk in W. H. Barlow’s
store the past sixteep months, left
Friday evening for Cleveland,
Ohio, where he has-accepted a
positign in an electrical machine
shop.  His many friends are sorry
to losé him but all unite in good
wishes for his success in the
“Buckeye State.”

cm?u-:s:-: PRINTING.

’Tha Oompnlton Are. ‘taid and Digni-
fied and Never Rush,

" A font of type ‘In tbe Chinese lan-
guage requites 11,000 spaces, and in
the large and spacious rack each word,
instead of each letter, as In English,
has a place by-itself. There fs also a
vocullar grouping or clnulﬂcnﬂ:: cl?:
symbols into groups to further
tate the menml'taboh of the typeset-
ters. Thus in immediate vicinity
‘of the symbol for fish would be found
the symbols of scales, net, fins, tall,
gills. ‘This simplifies the labor, which |
in any evenf must be so strenuous that
it i evident that the compositor's end
of “the Chiunese néwspaper should, If
perfect justice ruled, be tllo highest

| puld. .

The eommnltor is a stakl avd @igol-

symbol to gymbol, picking up
mou wmch he requies with provok-
' Ing calmness, the AmeTican compositor

ell wonder when the work
be conﬂabd- and to rel up the
Mﬂl'cd for a small foue page
©) rgo tart Inbors of
; e skilled ( are re- | POFSONS
ed for twelve o Jicurs, the

if of” the rugh and whivl

-

purchasedi

I!ed individual, and as he slowly walks

rk ,.ﬁava-mmmm:-

lr.o.-l’ bald-. powur

ummm

4, 085 Apphcants took the I
: Exammations.

That there is a general mterest |
in the cause of education through-
oat *the several counties of West
Virginia, such as never before ex-
isted is shown by the recent uni-!
form e‘mmmauon which was leld
this mont |
Reports to the depariment of
free schools from all the counties
show that 4,085 applicants took
the exanination, This is the larg-
est number of applicants that has
ever taken the first uniform exam-
ination and in‘the history of the
aniform exaniuation, is the second
largest number that ever attended
an examination. At the second
uniform examination there wWére
about 4,500 applicants but the
number taking the first examina-
tion this year exceeds the record
of last year by almost 700.

While the school officials are
pleased with the large attendance
which they believe is proof of the
interest taken in school affairs,
they attribute the increased atten-
dance to a large extent to the
number of youths who took the
examination. The following list
shows the number of applicants in
each county, Roane county leading
the list with 211:

“Barbour 67, Berkerly 23, Boone
87, Braxton 76, Brooks 9,

Cabell 154, Calhoun 62, Clay 52

Doddridge 54.

Fayette 100.

Gilmer 163, Grant 31, Green-
‘brier 83.

Hampshire 62, Hancock 33
Hardy 25, Harrison T9.

Jackson 180, Jefferson 36.

Kanawha 148. ¢

Lewis 40, Lineoln, 66, Logan 54

Marian 114, Marshall 45 Mason
71, Mercer 116, Mineral 87, Mingo
60, Monongalia 50, Monroe b4,
Morgan 24, McDowell 537

Nicholas 132.

Ohio 62.

" Pendleton 69, Pleasant 38, Po-

104. -
Raleigh 88, Rsndolp 59, Riw!ﬁe
66, Roane 211.

Summers 58,

Taylor 27, Tacker 49, Tyler 58.

Upshur 111,

Wayne 138, Webster 51, Wot-
zel 186, Wirt 50, ‘Wool 98, Wy-
oming 43,

Total 4,085,

Fid‘uciary Notice
" The following fiduciary accounts
are before the undersigned com-
missioner for settlement.  All
inumwd may at ;ng
ﬁmubé

r—

uhonms 56, Pmseon 75, P.ntmm thirsty

—— e

A WOMAN'S TACT.

The Aetnu Spoiled a Scene,
Soothed the Angry Star.

There i8 a pretty story of Modjeska
and & pnew leading woman who was (o
|lny the part of Elizabeth In Schiller's
dreary play, “Mary Stuart.”

The new leatling wonuin, who was
to assume the part of the red haired
| soverelgn, was a beautiful young per-
son whose acting experience had been
limited to a few seasons in modern so-
ciety plays, ©@n the night of the first
performance, fn the most importaut
scene of the drama, where thé captive
Mary confronts Ellzabeth in Fotherin-
gay park, all was not well, Th¢ new
leading woman, wearing a wig for the
first time in her career and looking un-

but

ruff, was {ll at-ease in the bdgiping,
and, losing one of the chief words and
thereby the meter from "her openin;
Hues, she began to uounder and soon
“dried up” completely.

This left Schiller's unhappy Mary
stnndlng fn the center of thesstdre
waiting to be adeguately insulted. Duf
Ellzabeth’s mind was a blank, madain
could see that, and, jumping to her
last speech, the curtain was brought
down, Everybody on the stage was
distregsed. But instantly the beautiful
young woman, dls'vulscd s the irate
Elzabéth, rushed to the star's side
and sald:

“Dear madam, I am so SOITy, but you
know you do look so lovable in this
part it was impossille for me to suy
those terrible things to you!”

For a second there was a mixed ex-
pression on Modjeska’s face, and then
she forgivingly patted the speaker’s
theek and walked away. —Metroponmu
Magazine,

THE STAGE DRINK.

Some Sarcastic Comments Upon It
Terrific Potency.

What we have always noticed about
the stage drink is its terrific potency.
That there are other polfits of interest
in this thing we do not deny, and we
are inclined to agree with a writer in
one of the weekly papers who says
that “our actors, even the best and

* | most experienced of them, haven't the

faintest netlon of how to drink ®ot-
urally and with the mir of men who
are enjofing.the process.”
have frequently noted that curlous un-
spillable quality in the musical comedy
drink. In this particular type of po-
tation, which is set to music and
which we may call the gay drink, the

who do not actually drink until they
ve waved' the goblet upside dowi,
ve been known to make strong and

* | commingled . with reproaches. When
falsely accused Frederick suffers a mo-
attack of ‘and de-
to s8t out

ahd, with a desperate cry of frenzy
and despair, drinks it af one go. Seme-
times it is half a glass of noncorporeal
claret. But the result Is the same.
Falsely accused Frederick fnstanuy

grand pisnoforte, and friends who be- o

lleved in him, entering at that mo-
mdmnh“

amnh

T e

| who during g‘-t;-tour
the compos‘ion of other u

evnlklwlﬂluwte

ummm«v‘w= ftants

J.H. nmue,e‘r Ol o6
udmimawx.nq

the

comfortable in the hizh Elzabetban °

And we

careless gestures of the flagon holders, . |

galleryites burst into tears, -

for territories exclhu- |
,imuu!u he pours dnto a small
liquor glass a Jittle very. pale brandy .

atarts his Apache dance -with tla’




